Axial Age

Samtidig og uavhangig av hverandre (ca. 700-200 f. v. t) oppstår religioner og livsfilosodier med noenlunde same innholde og mål: 

Sosial omsorg
 rettferdighet og likehet: 
Sivilisasjonene og de konfesjonelle religionene oppstår samtidig og skal komme til å gi materiell og åndelig næring til menneskeheten helt opp til vår tid:
1. Zoroastrianisme
.
2. Taoisme og Confusianisme (Kina).
3. Hinduisme og Buddhisme (India).
4. Monoteisme (Midt-Østen: jødedom, kristendom og islam).
5. Rasjonalisme (Europa, filosofene i Hellas).

6. Aborginerne i Australia.

7. Urinnbyggerne i Amerika (indianerne).

Those who believe that religions are not merely human attempts at answering the deep questions about life and its meaning and purpose — but represent divine intervention — will regard the Axial Age as a period during which God revealed moral truths to humanity
.
The questions that the great seminal personalities of philosophy and religion tried to answer—such as the meaning and purpose of life, the meaning of suffering, how to distinguish good from evil—were of universal interest and their answers were meant for people everywhere, not just for their own clan or even just for their own time. The legacy of these great philosophers and teachers was so radical that it affected all aspects of culture, transforming consciousness itself. It was within the horizons of this form of consciousness that the great civilizations of Asia, the Middle East, and Europe developed. The ‘Classic Age’ saw the emergence of democracy in Athens, the flowering of philosophy (Socrates, Plato, Aristotle in Greece), and great artistic achievements. Some argue that wherever people live today, they are influenced by the structure of consciousness that was shaped in this Axial Age. The ancient Olympic games saw the birth of competitive sport and of the idea that sport can help to promote generosity, understanding and international co-operation and concern for human dignity and peace.
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